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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .4. The only changes in the alphabet were the promiscuous use of b and
H, and the use of th for either aHer 1300. 5. There was a general soHening of the consonants, especially in the
Southern dialect, and throat sounds were eipelled. 6. Nouns had lost most of their case-endings, declensions
were reduced, and gender followed sex. 7. Adjectives lost nearly all their endings, and the distinction between
definite and indefinite was obscured. 8. The indefinite article came into use; the definite article was simplified. 9.
Pronouns also were simplified in their declension; kwo and hwat began to be used as relatives. 10. Verbs showed
the common preference for the letter-e in the forms bindeth, binden, loved, etc. 11. Prepositions were used
more frequently, and more attention was given to the order of words. 12. Rhyme was introduced, and
alliteration gradually disappeared. III.-SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH. 1362-1500 A.d. 1. Chaucer s English.--As First
Middle English is the English of Layamon and Ormin, so Second Middle English is that of Chaucer and Gower.
Between Layamon and Chaucer there was an interval of nearly two centuries, during which the language
underwent great changes gradually. In some respects the latest writers of the former period (for example,
Langlande and Wyclif ) diJered nearly as much from Layamon as Chaucer did. But there ia this great diJerence
between Chaucer and nearly all his contemporaries, that whereas they wrote only a dialect of English, he wrote
what was or very soon became...
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