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illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: .of the University of Edinburgh (Lond. 1884), I. 283. 2 2b. I. 300. 3 Scott, Francis
Hutcheson, His Life, Teaching and position in the History of Philosophy (Cambridge, 1900), p. 265. 4 Hutcheson
began his duties as professor in Nov. 1730.--lb. p. 56. 8 Some years before Hutcheson took this revolutionary
step, Christian Thomasius had begun to lecture in German at Leipzig. newest light was finding entrance into
academic teaching; not Aristotle as interpreted in the Middle Ages, but Bacon, Newton, and Locke were
becoming the sources of its inspiration. In this work we are concerned with literature only so far as it illustrates
national interests and national character; but, as it happens, the Scottish literature of the period before us is of
considerable importance under this special aspect. It was during the 18th century that the intellectual product
of Scotland first commanded the attention of the world. In physical science, in economics, in mental
philosophy, and in literature, influences then went forth from her which had important results for the
civilisation of Western Europe; and during the first half of the century they had already begun to manifest
themselves. James Thomson, though he spent the greater part of his life in England, yet received his inspiration
from his native country. In his Seasons he freshened the sources of poetry by his direct return to nature; and his
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