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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 112 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.Excerpt: . . . moved to laugh by the representation of deformity; and the shame
of that laughter teaches us to amend what is ridiculous in our manners. This being then established, that the
first end of comedy is delight, and instruction only the second; it may reasonably be inferred, that comedy is
not so much obliged to the punishment of faults which it represents, as tragedy. For the persons in comedy are
of a lower quality, the action is little, and the faults and vices are but the sallies of youth, and the frailties of
human nature, and not premeditated crimes: such to which all men are obnoxious; not such as are attempted
only by few, and those abandoned to all sense of virtue: such as move pity and commiseration; not detestation
and horror: such, in short, as may be forgiven; not such as must of necessity be punished. But, lest any man
should think that I write this to make libertinism amiable, or that I cared not to debase the end and institution of
comedy, so I might thereby 228 maintain my own errors, and those of better poets, I must further declare, both
for them and for myself, that we make not vicious persons happy, but only as Heaven makes sinners so; that is,
by reclaiming them first from vice. For so it is to be supposed they are, when they resolve to marry; for then,
enjoying what they desire in one, they cease to pursue the love of many. So Chrea is made happy by Terence, in
marrying her whom he had deflowered: and so are Wildblood and the Astrologer in this play. There is another
crime...
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