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illustrated. 1897 edition. Excerpt: . . . age, or perhaps in the fullness of their hearts, add a year or two: so I will let
him down easy now and he will have less to blame me for when he does find out how he has been deceived.
Well to return to Ruth and Charlie, they will doubtless be happy together: she is a sweet girl, one of these prettily
dependant creatures calculated to make a man proud of his own self reliance, and conscious of the importance
of himself in particular and mankind in general. I always thought they would make a match of it some day. He
is not brilliant, but true and manly, and I presume very much in love. I remember as long ago as last summer
he preferred Ruth to me. We were all on the Claytons yacht together and he was by far the best looking man
aboard, so I thought him fair game, and tried all my wiles, but he was proof against them and returned aAer
each of my attacks to Ruths side. At the time I was a little huBy, for I was obliged to turn my attention to one
whom I thought a rather elderly man of not very promising appearance. I did not know William as I do now.
William Holbrooke then seemed old, his grave quiet manner and iron-gray hair gave him an appearance of age
which deceived me, he is really only ten years older than I. My...
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