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illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: . . . cant. 1 The enthusiasm following the war led to the immediate establishment of a
large number of periodicals; the failure of these produced a temporary reaction; and a decade later the
movement was resumed. A considerable number of the magazines begun in the later years of the period were
religious. Of this time also are most of the attempts to enlighten the masses and a considerable number of the
lighter and ladies magazines. 3 THE ANNUALS. As if the magazines were not numerous enough to give every
aspiring author a chance to publish his work, further opportunity was given by the annuals. These were gift-
books with fanciful titles4 and elaborate bindings, containing light miscellany in prose and verse, and usually a
number of engravings. They made their appearance just before the holiday season, and were the fashionable
remembrances of the day. The idea was borrowed from England, 6 and is traced by some back through the
French to Germany; but it found an excellent opportunity for development in a country where every one was
anxiously looking for the coming of a national literature. The number of these books increased year by year,
until the fad died as all fads do. Probably the only survival today is to be found in the elaborate volumes issued
by the students of some i Among them were, in 1822, the Museum of Foreign Literature, Philadelphia; the
Theological Review and General Repository of Religious and Moral Information, Baltimore; the Pilgrim,...
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