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indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: . weavers wove from the flax which grew on the plains. They carried on
trade with England and with the Mediterranean, and began to gather riches. The weavers and other artisans
formed guilds which combined to protect their interests. The noblemen who claimed to rule over them were all
the while getting impoverished by their wars and their costly living, and when they wanted more money they
got it from these towns by giving up to them certain rights of government. So, little by little the towns gained
the power which the earls and counts had, and as a count built a castle, so the town built a public hall. They
hung bells in the towers to call the people together, and the government of the city showed its dignity and
splendor by holding its meetings in splendid halls. See, in this picture, what a rich one they built at Louvain,
perhaps the most richly decorated building of its kind in the world, and others were scarcely less magnificent.
We see them now as show places, but once they were signs of a great municipal and commercial power. Why,
at one time, in what is now the quiet dreamy town of Bruges, when the bell rang for work to cease, at the end of
the day, fifty thousand workmen tramped over the bridges, and the law forbade the draws to be raised at that
hour. You can guess that something like this was in the poet...
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