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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Civil Rights Division of the United States Department of Justice
opened its investigation of the Ferguson Police Department ( FPD ) on September 4, 2014. This investigation has
revealed a pattern or practice of unlawful conduct within the Ferguson Police Department that violates the
First, Fourth, and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, and federal statutory law.
Ferguson s law enforcement practices are shaped by the City s focus on revenue rather than by public safety
needs. This emphasis on revenue has compromised the institutional character of Ferguson s police department,
contributing to a pattern of unconstitutional policing, and has also shaped its municipal court, leading to
procedures that raise due process concerns and inflict unnecessary harm on members of the Ferguson
community. Further, Ferguson s police and municipal court practices both reflect and exacerbate existing
racial bias, including racial stereotypes. Ferguson s own data establish clear racial disparities that adversely
impact African Americans. The evidence shows that discriminatory intent is part of the reason for these
disparities. Over time, Ferguson s police and municipal court practices have sown deep mistrust between parts
of the community and the police department, undermining law enforcement legitimacy among African
Americans in particular. I. REPORT SUMMARY * II. BACKGROUND * Ill. FERGUSON LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS
ARE FOCUSED ON GENERATING REVENUE * IV. FERGUSON LAW ENFORCEMENT PRACTICES VIOLATE THE LAW
AND UNDERMINE COMMUNITY TRUST, ESPECIALLY AMONG AFRICAN AMERICANS * A. Ferguson s Police Practices
* 1. FPD Engages in a Pattern of Unconstitutional Stops and Arrests in Violation of the Fourth Amendment * 2.
FPD Engages in a Pattern of First Amendment Violations * 3. FPD Engages in a Pattern of...
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